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Forward 

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

Islam gives due attention to the total needs of mankind. Its guidance is for all 

times, people and places. Islam has on all occasions exhorted its followers and 

others to apply intellect and reason, it never advises people to accept its 

principles blindly. 

A clear understanding of various religions by all people from studying their 

original sources would contribute to good-will, understanding and harmony 

between various faiths. I originally prepared this booklet at the request of the 

Department of Education, Queensland for presentation in a seminar series on 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam, held for Religious Education teachers in 

and around Brisbane at Bardon Professional Development Centre on August 2, 

1993. 

This booklet deals with a number of topics from the beliefs and practices of 

Islam; starting with History and Background, Allah and the Qur' an, Prophets 

Muhammad and Jesus (Peace be upon them). We have also described briefly 

basic beliefs and practices, the Islamic concept of the universe and mankind, 

life, death and resurrection, halal and haram (the permissible and prohibited), 

social responsibilities and Islamic festivals. 

We have also attempted to set right some common misconceptions of Islam 

including,jihad, polygamy and women. For the benefit and reference of 

readers I have included a section on Muslims around the world and in 

Australia. A short glossary of Islamic terms and common Islamic expressions 

is also included. I have concluded the booklet with the famous Final 

Sermon of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). 

The notes in the following pages should not be considered as a comprehensive 

study of Islam, but to motivate the reader to further their quest for 

knowledge and a better understanding of Islam. I hope and pray that this 

booklet will serve as an introduction to a wider study of Islam and enlighten 

readers who are looking for guidance by helping them in straightening 

out their lives and forming a better and happier society. I would like to take 

this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to everyone who have helped 

me to print this booklet. 

Abdul Quddoos Al-Azhari 

8.8.1993 Brisbane Mosque, Australia. 
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History and Background of Islam and Muslims. 

"O mankind! We created you from a single pair of a male and a female, and made 

you into nations and tribes that you may know each other. Verily, the most 

honoured of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. And Allah has 

full knowledge and is well acquainted with all things." (Qur'an 49:13) 

Say: "We believe in Allah and in what has been revealed to us and what was 

revealed to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes, and in the Books given to 

Moses and Jesus and the Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between 

one another among them and to Allah we bow our will in Islam. "(Quran 3:84) 

Every single soul knows that it exists and that its existence is dependent on the 

Creator, it knows very well that it cannot create itself. Therefore, it is its duty 

and responsibility to acknowledge the Creator, the Master, the Lord. 

Whatever the Creator likes and dislikes and what is the purpose of our existence, 

Allah has not left for mankind to discover by trial and error. Since the 

beginning of mankind, Allah has sent Prophets and messengers to convey to 

mankind what it is that Allah wants mankind to do and how we should submit 

ourselves to the will of the Creator. Every Prophet invited his people to the 

path of submission to Allah, the path of Islam. 

The word Islam means 'unconditional submission to the will of Allah.' Any 

person who submits to the will of Allah is a Muslim, which means 'one who 

submits.' According to this definition, all Prophets of God were Muslims and they 

propagated Islam during their respective missions. Therefore, the founder of 

Islam is none other than Allah, the Most High and Almighty, who founded Islam 

with the creation of the first man, Adam (Peace be upon him). 

Islam has sometimes been incorrectly termed as "mohammedanism" and 

likewise Muslims termed "Mohammedans". Unlike many other religions, Islam 

has not been named after Muhammad. He was not the founder of Islam, as the 

Qur'an declares. 

"Muhammed is no more than a messenger, many were the messengers who passed 

away before him." (Qur'an 3:144) 
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Allah 

Say: "He is Allah the One and Only, Allah the Eternat Absolute, He begets no� nor 

is He begotten and there is none like unto Him." (Quran 112:1-4) 

''They take their priests and their monks to be their lords in derogation of Allah 

and they take as their Lord, Christ the son of Mary, yet they were commanded to 

worship one God. There is no God but He, Praise and Glory to Him, far is He from 

having the partners they associate unto Him. "(Quran 9:31) 

"He is Allah, the Creato� the Maker, the Shaper, to Him belong the most beautiful 

names. All that is in the heavens and the earth magnifies Him. He is the Almighty, 

the All-Wise." (Qur'an 59:24) 

It is really difficult to describe the Creator in any language, since His nature is far 

beyond our limited comprehension. Nevertheless, we know that He is One and 

Unique, who He is and who He is not, this knowledge forming the basis of true 

faith. 

Muslims use the proper name Allah, 'the one true God,' for the Creator. The 

name Allah has never been used throughout history of mankind, for any idol, 

divine being or associate with God apart from the Creator himself. 

Allah is the Creator, the Life-giver, the Life-Taker, the Sustainer, the Unique, the 

Controller, the Most Merciful and has many more beautiful attributes. Muslims 

use these attributes to praise Allah. 
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The Noble Qur'an 

"This is the Book, sure, without doubt in it is guidance for those who are heedful, 

who believe in the Unseen, are steadfast in prayer, and spend of that which we 

have bestowed upon them: and who believe in the revelation sent to you and that 

which was revealed before you, and in their hearts have the assurance of the 

hereafter. They are on true Guidance from their Lord and it is these who will be 

successful." (Qur'an 2:2-5) 

"This is a Scripture which We revealed unto you (Muhammad) that thereby you 

may bring forth mankind from darkness into light." (Qur'an 14:1) 

The Qur'an is the Sacred Book of the Muslims, sent down to Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) from Allah through the angel Jibrail. It was revealed over 

a period of 23 years. It contains 114 chapters and 6666 verses. Not even 

one word of its 6666 verses has been changed over the centuries. The Qur'an 

will remain preserved until the end of time, as the Qur'an itself testified 

"We have revealed the Qur'an and certainly we will keep it safe." (Qur'an 15:9) 

The Qur'an is the prime source of every Muslims faith. It deals with all the 

subjects which concern us as human beings. Morality, creed, history of 

humanity, wisdom, doctrine and law, the relationship between mankind and 

Allah. The Qur'an provides guidelines for a just society, proper human conduct 

and an equitable economic system. 

Glimpses from the Qur'an 

'It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards the east or west but it is 

righteousness to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the angels and the Books 

and the Messengers. To spend of your substance out of love for Him, for your kin, 

for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask and for the ransom 

of slaves. To be steadfast in prayer and practice regular charity. To fulfil the 

contracts which you have made and to be firm and patient in pain and adversity 

and all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the pious.' (Qur'an 2:177) 

'Let there be no compulsion in religion, truth stands out clearly from error. 

Whoever rejects evil and believes in Allah has truly grasped the most trustworthy 

hand-hold that never breaks. And Allah hears and knows all things.' 

(Qur'an 2:256) 
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Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him and that you be kind to 

parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in your life, say not a word 

of contempt nor repel them but address them in terms of honour. 

And out of kindness lower to them the wing of humility and say,' "My Lord! Bestow 

on them Your Mercy even as they cherished me in childhood." (Qur'an 17:23-24) 

1

Lawful for you for food are all four-footed animals, with the exceptions named, 

but animals of the chase are forbidden while you are in pilgrim dress. For Allah 

commands according to His Will and Plan.' (Qur'anS:2) 

1

0 you who believe! Enter not houses other than your own until you have asked 

permission and saluted those in them. That is best for you in order that you take 

heed. 

If you find no one in the house enter not until permission is given to you if you are 

asked to go back, then go back. That makes for greater purity for yourselves and 

Allah knows all that you do.' (Qur'an 24:27-28) 

1

0 you who believe! Avoid suspicion as much as possible for suspicion in some cases 

is a sin. And spy not on each other nor speak ill of each other behind their 

backs. Would any of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would 

abhor it! But fear Allah,for Allah is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful.' (Qur'an 49:12) 

1

0 Prophet! Tell your wives and daughters and the believing women that they 

should cast their outer garments over their persons that is most convenient, that 

they should be known and not molested. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful. '(Qur'an 33:59) 

1For each such person there are angels in succession before and behind him. They 

guard him by the command of Allah. Verily never will Allah change the condition 

of a people until they change what is in themselves. But when Allah wills a 

people's punishment there can be no turning it back nor will they find besides Him 

any to protect.' (Qur'an 13:11) 

Say! 
1
0 Men! Now truth has reached you from your Lord! Those who receive

guidance, do so for the good of their own souls, those who stray do so to their own 

loss and I am not set over you to arrange your affairs. 

Follow the inspiration sent unto you and be patient and constant until Allah 

decides for He is the best to decide.' (Qur'an 10:108-109) 
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Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon Him)

'Well the people (0 Muhammad) I am but a man like you. It is inspired to me that 

your God is only One. So stand true to Him and ask for His forgiveness and woe to 

those who join Gods with Allah.' (Qur'an 41:6) 

Say: 'I am but a man like yourselves, the inspiration has come to me, that your God is 

One God: whoever expects to meet his Lord, let him work righteousness, And in the 

worship of his Lord admit nothing as partner.' (Qur'an 18:110) 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was born in Makkah, Arabia, in the year 570. His 

father Abdullah died before his birth and he lost his mother, Aminah, when he 

was only six. He was then raised by his uncle. As he grew up he became known 

for his faithfulness and sincerity. The people of Makkah nick-named him As-

sadiq-alamin, the most trustworthy and truthful. 

At the time of the advent of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the entire world was 

steeped in darkness. Humanity was immersed in the worst forms of tyranny and 

moral degradation, rulers and prophets were made deities. Female children were 

buried alive, slavery was rampant. In the midst of this degradation, Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH)  was sent by Allah to guide humanity and revive Divine truth. 

He first received revelation from Allah at the age of 40 which marked the 

beginning of his work as Messenger of Allah. For 13 years he and his small band 

of followers were subjected to the worst persecutions, tortures and even a social 

boycott. Ultimately he had to flee Makkah with his followers, seeking refuge in 

Madinah, 260 miles north from Makkah. This hijrah, migration, marks the 

beginning of the Islamic calendar. 

After a few years, Muhammad and his followers were able to return to Makkah 

and establish Islam. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the Mercy for the World, died 

in 632 AD, and at that time a vast part of Arabia had accepted Islam. 

He left behind him the Qur'an and his Sunnah, (practices), as sources of guidance. 

The Sunnah is the practice and example of the Prophet (PBUH), being the second 

authority after the Qur'an in Islam. The Sunnah are reliably transmitted reports 

of what the Prophet(PBUH) said, did and approved of. 
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Quotations of  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

Knowledge of Allah is my capital, reason is the root of my faith, love is my 

foundation, enthusiasm is my horse, remembrance of Allah is my friend, firmness is 

my treasure, sorrow is my companion, science is my investment, patience is my 

mantle, contentment is my prize, poverty is my pride, devotion is my art, conviction 

is my power, truth is my redemption, obedience is my sufficiency, struggle is my 

manner, and my pleasure is in my prayers. 

All creatures are Allah's children and those dearest to Allah are the ones who treat 

his children kindly. 

A man walking along a road felt thirsty and upon reaching a well he descended into 

it, drank his fill and then came up. Then he saw a dog with its tongue hanging out 

trying to lick up mud to quench its thirst. The man saw that the dog was feeling the 

same thirst as he had felt so he went down into the well  and filled his show with 

water and gave the dog a drink.  Allah forgave his sins for this action. The 

Prophet was asked, "O Messenger of Allah! Are we rewarded for kindness towards 

animals?" He replied, "There is a reward for kindness to every living thing." 

Guarantee me six things and I shall assure you of paradise; when you speak, speak 

the truth, keep your promises, discharge your trusts, guard you chastity, and lower 

your gaze and with-hold your  hands from high-handedness. 

Powerful is not he who knocks others down, instead powerful is he who controls 

himself in a fit of anger. 

It is better for anyone to earn his living by carrying a load of fire-wood on his back 

than begging someone to give him something, for that person may refuse to give 

him anything. 

The best jihad is when a person speaks the truth before a tyrant ruler. 

Allah does not judge according to your bodies and appearances but he scans your 

hearts and looks into your deeds. 

Each of you is a mirror of his brother. If you see something wrong in your brother, 

you must tell him to get rid of it. 

Every one of you is protector and guardian of his immediate charge and is 

responsible for the  actions of those people who are committed to his charge. A 

ruler is responsible and is accountable for those who are put under his charge. A 

man is responsible in respect of his family members. A woman is responsible for 

her husband's house and children. In short every one of you is responsible and 

accountable for those placed under his care. 
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The Morality of Muhammad 

"We sent not before you any messengers but men whom We inspire, men living in 

human habitations.' (Qur'an 12:109) 

'We sent not a messenger except to teach in the language of his own people, in order 

to make things clear to them.'(Qur'an14:4) 

From the above Qur' anic verses it should be very clear that Allah has always chosen 

men to pass His guidance to men. These messengers were neither angels nor 

jinn nor any other species. The Prophets and messengers were always appointed 

from mankind. They had bodies and souls, wives and children, powers and 

desires, they were born and had families under the laws of nature. They ate and 

drank, slept and worked, laughed and wept, were happy and grieved, became 

hale and hearty and sickened and died like other men. 

When these messengers passed their message to their people, the people said. 

"You are but like us." (Qur'an 14:10) 

And they say, "What sort of messenger is this who eats food and walks through the 

markets? Why has not an angel been sent down to him to give admonition with him?" 

(Qur'an 25:7) 

The above verses of the Qur'an gives one an idea of the objection by the people, and 

how it was essential for the Divine message to be in the same language as was easily 

understood by the nation unto which it was delivered. It was therefore essential 

for a messenger of Allah to be a bashar, a human being, one among many humans. 

The above rules do not exclude khatun-ul-anbiya, the Seal of Prophets, Muhammad 

(PBUH). When Allah sent him, He commanded him to declare this fact. 

Say:'/ am a human like yourselves, but the inspiration has come to me that your God 

is One God, whoever expects to meet his Lord, let him work righteousness and in the 

worship of his Lord let him admit no one as partner.'(Qur'an 18:110) 

According to this verse Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was biologically an ordinary 

man, he needed to eat, sleep and drink. Nevertheless he was very 

extraordinary in his character. The Qur'an states about this extraordinary 

character, 

"Indeed you are of extraordinary character." (Qur'an 68:4) 

That outstanding character amazed the ordinary man and the leaders of the 

unbelievers. It was his outstanding character which received enormous respect 

from the great leaders of the day. It was his extraordinary character which 

captured the hearts and minds of his sahabah (companions), and spread Islam to 

the farthest corners of the world. 

8 



It was the power of khuluq azim, ( extraordinary character). It was his truthfulness, 

faithfulness, humility and punctuality, generosity and simplicity, his kindness and 

forgiveness, his compassion for the old and sick, his love for children, his respect 

for his enemies, his enthusiasm for justice and peace, his practice of family life, 

which disarmed his enemies. 

He once stated, "I have been sent to complete the perfect code of moral behaviour." 

Let us recall some of the most outstanding, extraordinary characteristics of Nabi 

Muhammad  (peace be upon him)which created such a lasting impression on his 

followers. 

Justice 

Justice is one of the most important foundations to ensure peace in a society. 

One day a leader of a tribe came to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) recommending 

to pardon his sister who had committed theft The Prophet (PBUH) told him, 

"Verily, the reason for the destruction of the people before you was, that 

when wealthy people committed theft they were not punished, but when the 

weak committed these sins punishments were passed against them. By 

Allah! If Fatimah, daughter of Muhammad, commits theft, I will definitely cut 

her hands." 

Hardworking 

Even though his position was very high among the Sahabah (Companions), he 

was an extremely hard working person. He carried bricks for the building of 

the mosque and moved soil during the War of Khandaq, (the Trench) and 

collected firewood for his companions. He advocated that his followers should 

work hard. 

One day a person from the Ansar came to the Prophet (PBUH)seeking some 

financial help and the Prophet (PBUH) asked him, "Is there anything in your 

home that could be sold?" The man replied, "Yes, there is a bowl to be sold," The 

Prophet (PBUH)asked him to bring it. When the man did so the Prophet (PBHU) 

sold it for two dirhams. While giving him the two dirhams he said, "Buy with 

one dirham an axe, and your food with the other. Go to the forest on the 

mountain side and engage yourself in cutting wood and selling it in the market 

for the next two weeks. I would then like to see you." 

The man acted according to the advice of Muhammad (PBUH)and after fifteen 

days he came back with ten dirhams in his hand. He said to the Prophet (PBHU), 

"I was working according to your advice and after all my expenses I saved ten 

dirhams and now bring them to you to spend in the path of Allah." 
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Consultation 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was not a hard-headed man. He always 

consulted his companions. He used to amend his views according to the views of 

his companions. During the battle of Badr, the Prophet (PBUH)was organising the 

soldiers to take up their position. One of the companions, Habbab bin Muthir, 

asked the Prophet (PBUH), "Is this tactic of war or the command of Allah?" The 

Prophet (PBUH)said, "It this the tactic of war." Then Habbab suggested to the 

Prophet (PBUH) to change the position and come close to the well and cover it. 

The advice was gladly implemented by the Prophet (PBUH). 

Compassion 

Once, an evil-minded Jew was Muhammad's guest. The Prophet (PBUH), 

as usual entertained him well and gave him his own bedding to sleep on. 

The Jew discharged waste on the bedding, out of ill will and escaped. However 

he forgot to take his word with him. The Prophet (PBUH) finding his guest gone 

was sorry that his guest had forgotten his sword and was possibly suffering from 

an upset stomach. He was beginning to wash the soiled bedding with his own 

hands when the Jew came back to collect his sword. He observed the Prophet 

(PBUH) washing the bedding yet Muhammad did not utter a single word of 

complaint, but instead said, "Dear friend, you have left behind your sword, here it 

is." The Jew was struck by the unusual courtesy and angelic behaviour of 

Muhammad and he instantly embraced Islam. 

Forgiveness 

Fath Makkah - the conquest of Mecca, presents his remarkable characteristic of 

forgiveness. He forgave unconditionally those who injured him. Abu Sufyan, the 

brain behind many battles fought against Muslims, was unconditionally 

pardoned by the Prophet (PBUH) on that occasion. Abu Sufyan's wife, Hind, was 

responsible for the martyrdom of the Prophet's (PBUH) uncle, Hamzah, employing 

her slave Wa Hshi. She later chewed Hamzah's liver and mutilated his body. 

This lady was also pardoned during Fath Makkah. 

On that day in the court of Masjidul-Haram, many standing before him included 

such followers of Muhammad who were placed over the burning desert sands, and 

those who had vowed to put the Prophet (PBUH) to death and destroy all traces 

of his faithful followers, as well as thousands of swordsmen ready to fall 

upon them at the slightest hint from the Prophet (PBUH). Muhammad asked 

them, "Have you any idea what I am going to do with you?" a deathly silence fell 

over them. Their faces turned pale as they had no doubt that they would certainly 

be put to death. 

10 



The Prophet (PBUH)spoke again, "I will treat you in the same manner as my 

brother, Yusuf (Joseph), treated his brothers, the sons of Ya' qub (Jacob).  Like the 

truthful Yusuf "Today there is no blame on you. Go! You are all free. May Allah the 

Most High 

and Mighty forgive your sin." 

Ikramah, the son of Abu Jahl, who was the greatest enemy of Islam, had fought 

many bloody battles against Muslims, was welcomed by the merciful Muhammad. 

Habbab ibn-al Aswad, who was responsible for the murder of the Prophet's 

(PBUH) pregnant daughter, Zainab, was pardoned unconditionally. Muhammad 

used to say, "Reconcile with those who break ties with you, forgive those who 

have done injustice to you and do favours to those who are unfair to you". 

His Character As seen By His Enemies 

Even the enemies of Islam had to speak highly of Muhammad. When Abu Sufyan 

came to the emperor of Rome to win his support against the Prophet (PBUH) 

and his companions, the emperor asked him. "O Chief of Quraish! Has anyone 

proved to be a renegade to him, against whom you have come to seek my help, 

and who claims to be a messenger of God?" Abu Sufyan replied negatively. 

Then the emperor inquired, "Has he ever told a lie?" Abu Sufyan was 

fully conscious of the consequences of his answer, but how could he dare to 

call a clear day, dark night? Abu Sufyan had to admit that Muhammad had never 

told a lie. Hearing this the emperor of Rome made a wonderful observation, 

"Abu Sufyan! Listen to me. He who did not tell a lie concerning human beings 

would not ascribe falsehood to God. 

Forbearance 

It was almost impossible for Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to continue his 

work as Messenger of Allah in Makkah; persecution multiplied, merciless 

torturing of Muslims doubled. The Quraish cornered Muhammad and after a 

social boycott went to Abu Talib, the Prophet's uncle and threatened him. 

Abu Talib said to Muhammad. "O son of my brother! Get me and yourself out of 

these difficulties and make not my affairs difficult for me." Abu Talib was the last 

source of help that was going to be withdrawn. The Prophet (PBUH) looked at 

his uncle who had cared for him since he was twelve, with eyes so full of love 

and determination saying, "O my dear uncle! By Allah! If they place the sun in my 

right hand and the moon in my left, in order that I may give up my work, I will 

not do so and I will go on till Allah establishes me or I die in the effort." 

Tawakkul - Reliance on Allah 

Once the Prophet (PBUH) was sitting under the shade of a tree and an enemy 
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came to him with his sword in hand and said, "O Muhammad, I am going to kill 

you. Tell me, who will save you from my sword?" The Prophet (PBUH)said "Allah." 

Upon hearing the word Allah the man dropped his sword and the Prophet 

(PBUH) picked the sword up and asked him, "Who will save you from this 

sword?"  The man said "No one." Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)said, "Allah will 

save you too." With that the Prophet (PBUH) gave the sword back to the man 

who left.  After a few days he returned with his entire tribe to accept Islam. 

Sabr - Patience

The incident of Ta'if illustrates his Sa bar (patience), unshakable determination 

and unparalleled forgiveness. The Prophet (PBUH) walked sixty miles from 

Makkah to Ta'if in hope of winning some hearts for Islam, but instead the 

people of Ta'if pelted him with stones until his shoes were full of blood. His body 

was bleeding and his heart almost broken,  the crowd left him in the plantation of 

Utbah bin Rabi'a. If there was any just occasion for a man to curse his 

enemies it was now. All Muhammad had to say was, "O Allah! Destroy this 

people." Did he do so? History tells otherwise. He prayed to Allah thus. 

"O Allah! I bring to You the complaint of the weakness of my power, the poverty of 

my means and my being unimportant in the eyes of the people. 0 Most Merciful of 

the Merciful! You are the Lord of the weak and You are my Lord, Into whose hands 

are You going to put me? He who is a stranger, or he who is my enemy? But if You 

are not angry with me I do not care for him, because Your comfort is vast enough 

for me. I seek shelter in Your Light, which eliminates all darkness, and which 

controls all affairs in this world as well as in the hereafter from Your wrath 

and from Your displeasure. I seek nothing but Your pleasure and I have no power 

to do any good or prevent any evil, except with Your help." 

Humility 

Even though he was at the height of khuluq azim, (extraordinary 

character) Muhammad used to pray thus, "O Allah! You have made my 

features beautiful, please make my character beautiful." He advised his 

followers thus, "Influence the people with your character." 

There is indeed with the Messenger of Allah a beautiful code of conduct for those who 

hope in Allah and the Day of Resurrection. 

'And Verily You (Oh Muhammad) Are of Most Great and Noble Character.' 
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Prophet Jesus  (Eesa)

'The Messiah, son of Mary, was none other than a messenger. Messengers the like 

of whom passed away before him, and his mother was a pious woman. They both 

used to eat earthly food. See how We make the revelation clear for them. See how 

they are turned away.' (Qur'an 73:75) 

'The likeness of Jesus before Allah is as the likeness of Adam, He created him of dust 

then He said unto him, "Be!" and he was. '(Qur'an3:59) 

That they said: 'We killed Christ Jesus, the son of Mary, the messenger of Allah, But 

they killed him not, nor crucified him. But so it was made to appear to them. And 

those who differ therein are full of doubts with no certain knowledge, but only 

conjecture to follow, for of a surety they killed him not.' (Qur'an 4: 15 7) 

The Qur'an contains a surah ( chapter), entitled Maryam (Mary), in which it 

explained how Jesus came and what his mission was. One can appreciate by 

reading it how Islam honours and respects Mary and Jesus. Mary is considered 

the purest woman in all creation. 

The Islamic view of Jesus lies between two extremes, the first which rejected him 

as a Prophet of Allah and called him an imposter, anarchist and illegitimate 

son of Mary and the second which made him an object of worship. Islam 

follows the golden mean and considers Jesus as one of the greatest 

prophets and messengers of Allah. A Muslim is not allowed to mention his 

name without the words 'Alayhis Salam" which means 'Peace of Allah be 

on him." Muslim parents punish their children if they fail to show this respect. 

During his prophetic mission Jesus performed many miracles, including giving 

life to the dead by Allah's permission, healing the blind and lepers by 

Allah's permission, he spoke to people from the cradle, he was able to tell the 

people what they stored. (Qur'an3:45, 47-49, 59. 5:119, 19:16-36, 43:63). 

The Qur'an also mentions his miraculous birth in (Qur'an 3:42-47) 

Islam honoured Jesus since he was the herald of the kingdom of Allah and was a 

holy preacher of the religion of Allah. 

Muslims follow the practices of Jesus, for example, 

♦ Jesus was circumcised when he was eight days old

♦ Jesus killed 2000 swine

♦ Jesus fasted for forty days.

♦ Jesus told his disciples to greet each other with words of peace

♦ Jesus prayed by putting his forehead on the ground.

Muslims observe all these and many other practices of all  the prophets of Allah. 

13 



1. Tawhid

2. Mala'ikah

3. Kutub

4. Rusul

5. Akhirah

6. Qada & Qadr

7. Ba'th ba'd-al-Maut

Basic Beliefs 

Unity and Uniqueness of Allah 

Angels 

Revealed Scriptures 

messengers of Allah 

Hereafter 

Divine Decree 

Resurrection and Judgement after death 

There are seven fundamental beliefs which form the basis of Islamic faith. 

1. Tawhid (The Unity and Uniqueness of Allah): Tawhid tells man that Allah is

neither begotten nor is anyone begotten of Him. Tawhid brings a total change

in the life of a believer by making the believer bow down to the one and only

Creator and to submit his will to the will of Allah.

Say: 'Truly my prayer and my service, my life and my death are all for Allah the

Lord of the worlds.

No partner has He. This I am commanded and I am the first to bow to Him in

Islam.'

Say: 'Shall I seek for my Lord other than Allah, when He is the Lord of all things?

Every soul draws the need of its acts on none but itself, no bearer of burdens can

bear the burden of another. Your goal in the end is towards Allah, He will tell

you the truth of the things wherein you disputed.

It is He who has made you His agents, inheritors of the earth. He has raised you

in ranks, some above others, that He may test you in the gifts He has given you.

For your Lord is quick in punishment, yet He is indeed Oft-Forgiving and Most

Merciful.' (Qur'an6:162 -165)

2. Mala'ikah (Angels): Apart from physical creatures such as animals, birds, and

so on, Allah has created spiritual creatures which are normally unseen by

human vision. One such group are the angels. Angels are the loyal servants of

Allah, sent to protect men, to administer punishment, to carry messages and

perform various other functions. They are present in our world carrying out

the duties assigned to them by their Creator.

3. Kutub (Revealed Scriptures): Allah revealed his divine books to some

selected messengers and prophets. Of the known divine books are:

♦ Tawrat (Torah) - The revelation given to Moses.

♦ Zabur (Psalms) - The revelation given to David.

♦ Injil (Gospel) - The revelation given to Jesus

♦ Qur'an - The final revelation was given to Muhammad
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4. Rusu/ (Messenger of Allah): Allah has bestowed the important office of

Prophet hood on some of His servants. They were chosen to guide the people

onto the straight path, the path of Allah. All prophets were human beings, but

free from sin. The exact number sent is not known but Islamic tradition

estimates at approximately 124,000.

'Of some messengers We have already told you the story, of others We have not.

And to Moses Allah spoke directly.' (Qur'an 4:164)

5. Akhirah (Hereafter): Life after death is a basic belief. Our life in this world is

temporary and is meant to be a preparation for the Akhirah which is never

ending. To prepare for this day of testing we need to follow the guidance given

through the Prophets. Without Akhirah there would have been no need for

Prophets and Messengers.

'How can you reject belief in Allah? Seeing that you were without life and He

gave you life, then He will cause you to die and will again bring you to life and

again to Him will you return.' (Qur'an 2:28)

6. Qada & Qadr (Divine decree): The measure of what has been ordained by

Allah and His plan. The timeless knowledge of Allah anticipates events and

the events take place according to the exact knowledge of Allah. Belief in the

divine decree is a statement of belief in the meaning and purposefulness of all

that is an essential part of the Muslims' sense of total trust, dependence and

submission in relation to the Creator

7. Ba'th ba'd-al-Maut (Resurrection and Judgement after death):

About resurrection Qur'an says: 'O mankind! If you have doubt about the

resurrection consider that We created you out of dust, then out of sperm, then out

of a leech-like clot then out of a morsel of flesh partly formed and partly

unformed, in order that We may manifest to you our power. And We cause whom

We will to rest in the wombs for an appointed term, then do we bring you out as

babes, then foster you that you may reach your age of full strength and some of

you are called to die and some are sent back to the feeblest old age so that they

know nothing after having known much, and further you see the earth barren

and lifeless, but when We pour down rain on it it is stirred to life, it swells, and

it puts forth every kind of beautiful growth in pairs.

This is so because Allah is the Reality, it is He who gives life to the dead and it is

He who has power over all things.

And verily the hour will come, there can be no doubt about it or about the fact

that Allah will raise up all those who are in the graves.' (Qur'an 22:5-7)
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1. Shahadah

2. Salah

3. Sawm

4. Zakat

5. Hajj

Basic Duties 

Declaration of Faith 

Daily Prayers 

Fasting 

Poor due/Charity 

Pilgrimage 

1. Shahadah; ( declaration of faith): This is to believe in the heart and declare

with the tongue that there is none worthy of worship except Allah and that

Muhammad (PBUH) is the messenger of Allah. This proclamation or

Shahadah is simultaneously a proclamation of belief in the guidance

which Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) brought mankind and at the same time

it is a statement of the intention to faithfully follow that guidance.

2. Salah; (Daily prayers): The performance of prayers within certain

established time periods, five times daily. Salah consists of recitation from

the Qur'an in Arabic and bowing and prostrating. The five prayers are

1) Fajr at Dawn, 2) Zuhr at just after midday, 3) 'Asr at mid afternoon

4) Magrib after sunset and 5) 'Isha at night.

This provides a wonderful chance for making adjustment and correction in

life. It is both spiritual and physical training aimed at keeping a man truly

obedient to his Creator.

3. Sawm; (Fasting): Fasting is the act of abstaining from eating, drinking and

sexual contact from dawn until sunset throughout the month of Ramadan,

the 9th Islamic month. It is also training to abstain from telling lies, from

listening to evil talk, from our hearts containing bad or evil intentions and

restraining ourselves from anger.

4. Zakat; (Charity or poor due): This is a compulsory payment from the annual

savings of a Muslim. Two and a half percent on cash, jewellery and business

goods. Zakat is paid with the consciousness that the wealth of a person

actually belongs to Allah and that the person owning it is merely a trustee.

5. Hajj; (Pilgrimage): This is an annual event obligatory on those Muslims who

can afford to undertake it at least once in a lifetime. It is a journey to the

Ka'abah in Makkah built by Prophet Abraham. During the time of hajj,

Muslims of every race, colour, language and cultural background, of every

social, economic and educational level respond to the call of Allah. All

dressed in the same simple manner - two pieces of white, unstitched, cloth.

While Hajj teaches that all human beings are equal in the sight of Allah, it also

reminds about the forthcoming assemble on the Day of judgement, when all

human beings will stand equal before Allah.
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Universe and Mankind 

'It is He who created the night and the day and the sun and the moon. All the celestial 

bodies swim along each in its rounded course.'(Qur'an 21:33) 

'Do not the unbelievers see that the heavens and the earth were joined together as 

one unit of creation, before we clove them asunder? We made from water every 

living thing. Will they not then believe?' (Qur'an 21:30) 

'So when your Lord told the angels,' "I am placing a representative on earth," they 

said, "Will You place someone there who will corrupt it and shed blood, while we 

hymn Your praises and sanctify You?" He said "I know what you do not know." 

(Qur'an 2:30) 

'I have only created jinn and men that they may serve Me.' (Qur'an 51:56) 

A prominent member of the French Academy of Medicine, Dr Maurice Bucaille, 

writes on the creation of the universe in the Qur'an and notes, 'It is quite 

unthinkable for a man of Muhammad's time to be the author of such statements, 

on account of the state of knowledge in his day (14 centuries ago). 

Such considerations are part of what gives the Qur'anic revelation its unique 

place and forces the impartial scientists to admit his inability to provide an 

explanation which calls upon materialistic reasoning. 

Mankind was created by Allah as the best of creation and endowed with the best 

intellectual faculties. The human being is left relatively free with their own will, 

actions and choice. After having been shown the right path we will be the losers 

if we ourselves choose to transgress the way of Allah. 

Allah has appointed mankind as his representative on earth to oversee and rule 

over other creations and creatures. We have a sublime destiny. This life is a very 

short one compared to the eternal hereafter. 

Muhammad said, "You are all Adam's children and Adam was created from clay. 

There is no superiority of Arabs over non-Arabs, of white man over a black except 

in piety and good deeds." 

Distinction of colour, race or creed are non-existent within the bounds of Islam. 

All humans are one family. 
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Halal and Haram 

(Lawful and Unlawful) 

'O you who believe! Do not make unlawful the good things which Allah has made 

lawful for you. But commit no excess, for Allah does not love those given to excess.' 

(Qur'an 5:90) 

'Forbidden to you for food are dead meat, blood, swine flesh and that on which has 

been invoked the name of other than Allah.' (Qur'an 5:4) 

'O you who believe, intoxicants and gambling, dedication to stones and divination 

by arrows are an abomination of Satan's handiwork, avoid such abominations that 

you may prosper. '(Qur'an 5:90) 

'Kill not your children for fear of want: We shall provide substance for them as 

well as for you. Verily the killing of them is a great sin. 

Nor come close to adultery: for it is a shameful act and an evil, opening the road to 

other evils.' (Qur'an 17:31-32) 

In Islam things are prohibited only because they are impure or harmful. If

something is entirely harmful it is classified as ha ram, prohibited, and if it is 

entirely beneficial it is halal, lawful. If the harm outweighs its benefit then it is 

ha ram, while if its benefit outweighs its harm then it is halal. 

Islam has prohibited only such things as are unnecessary and dispensable, while 

providing alternatives which are better. For instance, Islam has prohibited 

adultery and homosexuality, but has encouraged lawful marriage. Islam has 

prohibited all kinds of intoxicating drugs in order that people may enjoy 

delicious foods. Islam has prohibited gambling but has encouraged healthy 

forms of competition and sports. 

While Islam prohibits pork from the spiritual and medical points of view, it lays 

down conditions of slaughtering an animal which have been proved to be the 

most beneficial for the health of humans. 

As far as dress for both males and females are concerned there are some basic 

guidelines: 

Men must cover their bodies from navel to knee 

     Women must cover their whole body except for the hands and face, while

going out in the company of adult males. 

The style of dress depends on local custom and climatic conditions, but, 

nevertheless these guidelines must apply. 
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Life, Death and Resurrection 

Say: 'My prayer and my devotions, my living and my dying all belong to Allah, Lord 

of the Universe, no partner has He, with that I am commanded and I am the first to 

bow in 'Islam.' (Qur'an 6:163) 

'Every soul will taste death and you will be paid on the day of resurrection only 

that which you have fairly earned. Whosoever is removed from the Fire and is 

made to enter Paradise, he is indeed triumphant. The life of this world is but the 

comfort of illusion.' (Qur'an 3:185) 

From the earth did We create you and into it shall We return you and from it shall 

We bring you out once again.' (Qur'an 20:55) 

Our purpose in life is to please Allah through total submission to His will. 

Everything we do becomes worship ifwe do it for the sake of Allah. 

Life is given to man by Allah and He is the only rightful one to take it back, no

one else has the right to destroy a life. 

All men come from Allah and there is no doubt that they shall return to Him. 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)once advised a man to consider himself as a 

stranger or as a traveler passing through the world. 

Death is a natural termination of this life. It comes to every one of us. Death 

puts an end to our body but it does not destroy our soul. In Islam a dead body is 

washed before it is buried and a funeral prayer is conducted before burial. 

All the dead will rise to stand for their final and fair trial. Everything we do in 

this world is counted and kept in accurate records. People with good records 

will be rewarded warmly and will enter Jannah, (paradise) and those with bad 

records will be punished and cast into Jahannam (hell). That is the day of final 

justice and final settlement of accounts. 

The Qur'an says: 

'Know all of you that the life of this world is but play and amusement, pomp and 

mutual boasting and multiplying in rivalry among yourselves, riches and children. 

Here is a similitude, how rain and the growth which it brings forth, delight the 

hearts of the tillers, soon it withers, you will see it become yellow, then it becomes 

dry and crumbles away. But in the Hereafter is a severe penalty for the devotees of 

wrong and forgiveness from Allah and His Pleasure for His devotees. And what is 

the life of this world but goods and chattels of deception?' (Qur'an 57:20) 
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Social Responsibilities 

o Importance of Family

o Marriage and Divorce

o Husband & Wife/Parents & Children

o Fellow Muslims & Fellow Men

o Neighbours & those in need

o Animals.

Importance of Family 

The structure of social life in Islam is very lofty. The point to bear in mind is that 

the principles on which the Islamic system are based are constant, unalterable 

and universal; based on Divine revelation. 

Among the comprehensive and sound elements of Islamic social structure are 

sincere love for all humans, mercy for the young, respect for elders, consolation 

for the distressed, visitation of the sick, relieving the grieved, social solidarity, 

respect for others rights, property and honour. The following statements of the 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) elaborate: 

o Whoever relieves a human being from the grief of this world, Allah will

relieve his grief on the Day of Judgement.

o Anyone who has no mercy on the young and respect for the elders is not a

Muslim.

Marriage and Family Life 

The family is the foundation of Islamic society. Islam builds the family on solid 

grounds that are capable of providing reasonable continuity, true security and 

natural intimacy. 

An Islamic marriage is not a sacrament, but a simple legal agreement and a social 

contract between a bride and a bridegroom. Islam does not allow free mixing 

between boys and girls. Islam encourages adjustment and happiness but when 

living together is impossible Islamic Law does not stand in the way of divorce. 

Islam assigns the responsibility of support and maintaining the family to the 

husband, while the wife is responsible for the affairs of the house. 

The misconception that the Muslim wife, is but a household slave preoccupied 

with mere cooking and cleaning has no basis in Islamic teachings. Islam regards 

men and women as completely equal in terms of accountability to Allah. 
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Husband & Wife/Parents & Children 

Parents and their children are generally very close, both emotionally and 

physically. Muslim children generally grow up feeling very secure and loved, 

surrounded by a wide circle of family members and relationships in which they 

have a very secure, stable place. In Islam care for one's parents and other 

family members is a sacred duty after prayers. 

'Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and that you be kind to 

parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in your life, say not even a word 

of contempt to them nor repel them, but address them in terms of honour. And out 

of kindness lower to them the wing of humility and say,' "My Lord! Bestow on them 

Your mercy even as they cherished me in childhood." (Qur'an 17-23) 

Fellow Muslims & Fellow Men 

In Islam all humans are equal, there is no consideration of birth status, national 

origin or social background. It is the duty of a Muslim to treat all persons with 

fairness and kindness without regard for any man made distinctions 

and difference. 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, "All creatures are Allah's children and those 

nearest to Allah are the ones who treat His children kindly. Be kind and 

sympathetic to those on earth and the Lord of the Heavens will be kind and 

merciful to you." 

Neighbours & those in need 

Islam demands a Muslim to pay particular kindness to his neighbours and to offer 

them as much help as he can. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, "He is not a 

Muslim who eats his fill when his neighbours beside him are hungry." Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) again said, "He who strives on behalf of a widow or a 

destitute is as one who strives in Jihaad, in the path of Allah." 

As the Qur'an says. 

'Serve Allah and join not any partners with Him, and do good to parents, kinfolk, 

orphans, those in need, neighbours who are near, neighbours who are strangers, the 

companion by your side, the way-farer and what your right hands possess.' 

(Qur'an 4:36) 

Animals 

As with human beings, kindness and good treatment should be extended to 

animals also. Islam forbids Muslims to starve, torment or mutilate animals. 
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Common Misconceptions of Islam 

Women in Islam 

The Qur'an provides clear-cut evidence that women are completely equated 

with men in the sight of Allah in terms of rights and responsibilities. As the 

Qur'an states: 

'For Muslim men and women for believing men and women, for devout men and 

women for true men and women, for men and women who are patient and constant, 

for men and women who humble themselves, for men and women who give in 

charity, for men and women who fast, for men and women who guard their chastity, 

and for men and women who engage much in Allah's praise for them, Allah has 

prepared forgiveness and a great reward.' (Qur'an 33-3) 

'Whoever works righteousness, man or woman and has faith, verily to him will We 

give a new life. A life that is good and pure and We will bestow on such their 

reward according to the best of their actions.' (Qur'anl 6:9) 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, "The best Muslim is he who is best in manner 

and kindest to his wife. JI Men in Islam are fully responsible for the maintenance 

of their wives and children. Women in Islam are far more secure 

financially and far less burdened with any claims to her possessions. She will 

keep her possessions, even keeping her maiden name after marriage. 

A girl came to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and said, "My father has decided to 

marry me to his nephew." The Prophet (PBUH) said, "It is up to you to accept 

what your father has decided for you or to refuse." The girl said, "I accept but I 

only wanted women in Islam to know that men have no right to force her choice 

in marriage." 

The following statements of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) can illustrate the 

position of women in Islam. A man came to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and 

asked, "Messenger of Allah! Who is the most deserving of good care from?" The 

Prophet (PBUH) replied, "Your mother," The man asked, "Who else?" Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) answered, "Your mother." The man asked, "Who else?" the 

Prophet (PBUH) replied, "Your mother, then your father and then your other near 

relatives in order. JI 

Fourteen centuries ago Muslim women gained the following rights. 

Spiritual equality 

Absolution from Adam's sin 

Right to choose a husband 

Right to seek a divorce 
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Right to seek employment 

Right to keep her maiden name 

PolyKamy 

Islam is a practical way of life. It has responded to reality and necessity while 

keeping a balance. The system is full of wisdom and is perfectly scientific and 

completely logical. Islam provides the best answers to all problems. We need to 

look at Islam as a whole and not focus on a single part. 

Islam strictly forbids any sexual relationship outside marriage. Islam has given 

dignity to women by marriage and has protected them from the exploitation of 

greedy and selfish men. From the Islamic point of view one cannot just enjoy 

women and yet have no responsibilities of fatherhood, there cannot be a single 

illegitimate child in an Islamic society. 

The vast and overwhelming majority of Muslims today are monogamous. Islam 

allows polygamy in special circumstances and imposes many rules and 

regulations. Some possible situations are as follows: 

- When a wife is barren and unable to have children, it is better to have a

second wife than to divorce the barren wife. A barren wife has the right to

seek a divorce on this occasion.
- If the first wife is chronically ill and cannot carry out marital functions.
- Solution to a society that has more women than men.

Islam forbids polyandry for reasons of impracticality and creation of unsolvable 

problems, such as fatherhood of children and inheritance. 

Jihad 

The term jihad literally means struggle. Muslims believe there are two types of 

jihad, jihad-ul-akbar and Jihad-ul-asgar, greater and lesser jihad. Struggle against 

oppression is termed lesser jihad, while struggle against inner, egotistic desires is 

termed greater jihad. 

Islam permits Muslims to fight in self-defence, or on the part of those who have 

been expelled forcibly from their homes. It has laid down strict rules of combat 

which include prohibition against harming civilians and against destroying crops, 

tees and livestock. 

'Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you but do not transgress limits, for Allah 

loves not transgressors. (Qur'an 2:19) 

'But if the enemy incline towards peace you also incline towards peace and rely upon 

Allah,for He is the One who hears and knows all things.' Qur'an 8:61) 
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War is not the normal course of Islam. It is only the last resort used under the most 

extraordinary circumstances. 

Peace is the meaning and emblem of Islam. Everyone is entitled to live in peace, 

regardless of religious or racial considerations so long as there is no aggression. 

Islam never tolerates aggression from its own side or any other side. Islam does 

not entertain aggressive wars and Islam prohibits Muslims from initiating such 

wars. Muslims are commanded by Allah not to begin hostilities or violate any rights 

of others. 

24 



Islamic Festivals and Observances 

Id-ul-Fitr 

Id-ul-Adha 

Other occasions. 

Festival of Fast Breaking 

Festival of Sacrifice 

Islam has two major festivals a year, one at the end of the month of fasting, 

Ramadan known as 'Jd-ul-Fitr,' and the other towards the end of hajj, 

(pilgrimage), the festival of sacrifice, now as 'Jd-ul-Adha.' 

Both festivals are occasions for exchanging visits with relatives and friends. Gifts 

are given to children who delight in wearing beautiful new clothes for these 

occasions. Special foods are sometimes served to guests. 

In addition to these two major festivals there are some other occasions when 

Muslims celebrate. Some are as below: 

-

-
Aqiqah. Thanksgiving ceremony one week after the birth of a new child.

Lailat-ul-Qadr. The night of power. This is the night on which the first 

revelation of the Noble Qur'an was revealed to Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH). It falls during the odd numbered nights during the last ten days of 

Ramadan.

- First day of the month of Muharram. It is the first day of the Islamic calendar.

It marks the date of the Prophet's  (PBUH) hijrah. (migration)

- Yawm-ul-Jumu'ah. Friday is a special day for Muslims. At noon on Fridays

special congregation prayers are held.

Islamic festivals are observed according to the Islamic calendar which is based on 

the lunar months. Festival dates are determined by the appearance of the moon. 
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Muslims Around the World 

Islam recognises only a geographical nation rather than one based on race, colour 

or language. Only faith determines nationality in Islam. 

On the basis of majority population there are over 55 "Muslim countries." 

Muslim populations around the world. 

The figures given have been taken from Muslim Population.com.asia as at 2017. 

The numbers are rounded to the nearest million. 

Country Name % of Muslims 

Afghanistan 99.6

Albania  58.8 

Algeria 99 

Bahrain 73.7 

Bangladesh 90.4 

Bosnia 50.7 

Brunei Darussalam 78.8 

Burkina Faso 61.5 

Chad 58
Comoros 98.3 

Djibouti 97 

Egypt 92.35 

Eretria 43.8
Ethiopia 33.9
Gambia 95.7 

Guinea 89.10 

Guinea-Bissau 45

Muslim 

population 

34.8

1.79

41.2

 1.6

 153.7 

1.95

.35 

12.14 

9.18 

.807

85.7 

87.5

 2.63 

35.6 

2.00

10.5

.826

Indonesia 

 

87 

Iran 99.4 

Iraq 95.7 

229 

82.5

38.4 

Ivory Coast 42.9 

Jordan 

Population in 

millions 

39.8  

2.8 

44.6

1.74 

166.3 

3.2 

.44

21.4 

16.9 

.8 

1.00 

104.2 

3.6 

117.8 

2.4

13.4 

2.0

276.3

85 

41.1 

27.0 

10.2 97.2 

11.26 

10.16 

Kazakhstan 18.9 70.2 13.15 

Kosovo 1.8 90 1.62 

Kuwait 4.32 74.9 2.17 

Kyrevzstan 6.6 80 4.67 

Lebanon 6.7 57.7 3.51 

Libya 6.95 97 6.55 

Malaysia 32.7 61.3 .16 

Maldives 055 98.4 .39 

Mali 20.85 95 17.5 
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Mauritania 4.7 100 3.84 

Morocco 37.9 99 37.34 

Mayotte .27 97. .25 

Niger 19.7 98.3 21.1

Nigeria 251 70 130.5 

Oman 5.2 85.9

9 

2.42 

Pakistan 225 96.5 200 

Palestine Territory 5.2 97.5 4.29 

Qatar 2.9 77.5 1.56 

Saudi Arabia 35.3 97 31.8 

Senegal 17.1 96.1 15.1 

Sierra Leone 8.1 78.6 6.6 

Somalia 16.3 99.8 10.9 

South Sudan 11.3 20 2.4 

Sudan 42.1 97 40.84 

Syria 18.2 93 16.7 

Tajikistan 9.7 96.7 7.62 

Tanzania 61.4 35 19.4 

Togo 8.4 20 1.59 

Tunisia 11.9 99 11.19 

Turkey 85 99.2 79.8 

Turkmenistan 6.1 93.3 4.8 

United Arab Emirates 9.99 76 4.65 

Uzbekistan 33.9 96.5 26.5 

Yemen 30.4 99.1 27.7 

The following countries that have sizeable Muslim minorities 

Country Name % of Muslims Muslim 

Population 

Andorra 3 0 

Angola .30 .90 

Argentina .90 .40 

Armenia 4 .12 

Azerbaijan 96.9 9.7 

Austria .8 .712 

Australia 2.6 .65 

Barbados .20 0 

Belarus .75 .725 

Belgium 7.6 879 

Benin 

Population in 
millions 

.08 

33.9

45.6 

3 

10.2

9 

25.7

.3 

9.4 

11.6

12.4 27.7 3.14 
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Bhutan .8 5 .04 

Botswana 2.2 3 .07 

Brazil 213 .36 .767 

Bulgaria 6.89 13.4 .86 

Burundi 12.2 10 1.18 

Cameroon 27.2 30 7.69 

Central African Republic 4.9 15 .86 

Cambodia 16.9 1.9 3.12 

Canada 38 3.2 1.14 

Cape Verdi Central .OS 5 .03 

Channels Islands .2 1 0 

Chile 18.2 .02 0 

China 1444 1.7 28.12 

Congo Republic 5.6 2 1

Congo Democratic 92.3 10 12.7 

Croatia 4 1.5 .064 

Cyprus 1.2 28.2 .35 
Czech Republic 10.6 5 .OS 

Denmark 5.8 5.4 .31 

Dominica .07 1.6 0 

EastTimor 1.2 4 .OS 

Equatorial Guinea 1.44 10 .079 

Estonia 1.3 .7 .01 

Fiji .9 .63 .058 

Finland 5.5 2.7 .15 

France 65.4 8.8 5.7 

Gabon 2.2 10 .21 

Georgia 3.7 10.7 .52 

Germany 83.9 5.7 4.75 

Ghana 31.7 18 5.05 

Greece 10.3 5.7 .61

Grenada .1 .30 

Guyana .79 7.3 .OS 

Hong Kong - China 7.5 4.1 .29 
Hungary 9.6 .5 .05 

Iceland .3 .2 0 

Ireland 4.9 1.4 .07 

India 1393 14.2 195 

Israel 8.7 18 1.56 

Italy 60.3 4.8 2.98 

Japan 126 .10 .18 

Kenya 54.9 11.2 5.5 
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51.3 .10 .35 

7 1 .07 

1.9 .45 .01 

2.2 5 .11 

5.1 20 .96 

.04 4.8 0 

2.8 .1 0 

.6 2.6 .02 

2.1 34.9 .73 

28.4 10 2.56 

19.6 20 3.96 

.4 .2 0 

1.27 17.3 .23 

128.6 .26 .33 

3.6 .5 .02 

.04 .5 0 

3.3 5 .19 

.62 19.1 .12

32.1 17.9 3.83 

54.8 4.3 2.39 

2.5 3 .08 

29.6 4.2 1.29 

17.1 5.1 .88 

.3 12.5 .04 

4.8 .90 .041 

5.4 5.7 .14 

4 .33 .01 

111 8 7.91 

38.4 .13 .OS 

10.1 .4 .06 

.9 4.2 .03 

19.5 .3 .06 

145.9 13.5 21.10 

13.2 4.8 .57 

.19 .65 .013 

8.6 3.1 .22 

.09 1.1 0 

5.6 16 .9 

5.4 .1 .01 

2.1 3.6 .O7 

46.7 2.6 1.18 

Korea, North/ South 

Laos 

Latvia 

Lesotho 

Liberia 

Liechtenstein 

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

Macedonia 

Madagascar 

Malawi 

Malta 

Mauritius 

Mexico 

Moldova 

Monaco 

Mongolia 

Montenegro 

Mozambique 

Myanmar 

Namibia 

Nepal 

Netherlands 

New Caledonia 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Panama 

Philippines 

Poland 

Portugal 

Reunion 

Romania

Russia 

Rwanda 

Sao Tome & Principe 

Serbia 

Seychelles 

Singapore 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

Spain 

South Africa 60 1.9 1.05 
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Sri Lanka 21.4 9.7 2.10 

Surinam .6 13.9 .08 

Swaziland 1.17 10 .13 

Sweden 10.1 8.1 .08 

Switzerland 8.7 5.2 .04 

Taiwan 23.8 .30 .06 

Thailand 69.9 4.3 3.00 

Trinidad & Tobago 1.4 5.8 .078 

Uganda 36.6 35 12.81 

Ukraine 43.4 1.70 .069

U.K 68 6.3 4.13 

U.S.A. 332 1.10 3.45 

Venezuela 28.7 .4 .12 

Vietnam 98.1 .1 .93 

Zambia 18.9 .1 1.68 

Zimbabwe 15 .7 1.08 

Continent Population Total Population Muslim 

(in million) Percentage 

Muslims Population 

in 2018 

AFRICA 52.47 % 

ASIA 32.61% 

EUROPE 7.67% 

NORTH AMERICA 1.04% 

SOUTH AMERICA .41% 

OCEANIA 1.86% 

Total 

in 2018 

(in million) 

1283.6

4542.5 

746.29 

496

535.12

40.8

7644.31 29.04%

(in million) 

673.56 

1481.11

57.27

5.14

2.2084

.76 

2220.05

Muslim population is increasing at 1.84% The Muslims population in 

2020 was 2.5 Billion. 
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History of Muslim in Australia 

It is a proven fact that Islam was introduced to Australia long before the white 

man arrived. Initially it was brought by Macassar Muslim fishermen who had 

visited Australia during the 16th and 17th centuries in the northern corner of 

Australia from the eastern islands; of what is now modern Indonesia, particularly 

from Macassar. 

The stories of the Macassar fishermen are still remembered in the dreamtime 

stories and celebrated in sacred rites and ceremonies. Macassar graves are 

scattered throughout the northern coast land of Australia. 

Australian records in the 1820's, 1840's and at the return of the century tell us 

the number of ships that came, how many were in the crews and the names of 

the captains. There are other pieces of evidence such as several Indonesian 

words in the local aboriginal languages, cave paintings of Macassar ships, 

Macassar pipes which are popular amongst the Aborigines, inter-marriage 

between Macassar and Aborigines as well as the remains of Macassar villages and 

grave sites all along the northern coast land of Australia. 

The last official Macassar voyage to Australia was in 1907 which is confirmed by 

official records, but unofficial visits by Macassar continued. 

There are still two very old men alive in Macassar who experienced such a fishing 

trip to Australia as young boys and retell very exciting accounts. 

It is very interesting to note that the Sultan of Guwa who sailed annually to 

northern Australia considered and declared that part of northern Australia to be 

part of his kingdom. His subjects are known to have traded with the Aborigines 

from as far back as the 16th century. 

The second Muslim group who came to Australia was during the 19th century 

and have no direct link with the Muslim fishermen. These were the camel 

drivers who hailed from the Indian sub-continent. They played a major role in 

the exploration of the Australian interior. This can be traced back to the 1840s' 

and 1860's. 

These early pioneers used to be called "Ghan's" but were mainly from 

Baluchistan, Punjab, Kashmir and Peshawar. Although British India at that 

time, it became Pakistan in 194 7. By 1864 most ships from India carried camels 

and camel drivers. They arrived under contract to work for 2 to 3 years but 

many remained for the rest of their lives. Most of these "Ghan' s" lived in outback 

shantytowns called "Ghan towns". Most of these "Ghan towns" had a mosque 

with a minaret. 
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What were the specific tasks undertaken by these pioneers? The first camel team 

was brought out to Australia for use in the Burke and Wills expedition, a very 

famous historical event in Australia. They explored the Australian interior and by 

the 1860's the usefulness of camels in long range transport and freight, as well as 

exploring expeditions had been proved and widely accepted. Two of the 

outstanding contributions of these Muslims are the railway lines between 

Port Augusta and Alice Springs and the overland telegraph between Adelaide 

and Darwin, thus connecting Australia to London via India. The Australian 

government honoured their contribution by naming the train the "Ghan-train". 

These means of communication were constructed between 1870 and 1872. 

The exact numbers of camel drivers is not known but it is definitely in the hundreds 

and perhaps thousands. Their subsequent decline was partly due to the fact that 

their occupations forced them to live in outback towns. Their lives were lonely and 

isolated. 

Those without wives at home either inter-married or remained single. Their 

descendants became absorbed into the community. As soon as the father passed 

away Islam did not continue within the family, not because they wished this to 

happen, but because they lacked sufficient knowledge of Islam. In the meantime, 

new laws were enforced not to bring in any more camel drivers. 

The government's white Australia policy and reluctance to grant citizenship to 

Asians, merely accelerated the headlong decline of these Afghan Muslims in 

Australia. Today the descendants of the "Ghan's" live all across Australia 

particularly in Perth, Adelaide, Brisbane and Alice Springs. 

One of the oldest mosques built by the Afghans was at Murray Bridge in South 

Australia late last century. In 197 4 this mosque was declared a part of the National 

Australian Heritage. 

The next major group of Muslims to settle in Australia arrived during the 19S0's 

when Australia opened the doors to non-European migrants. During this period 

over 100,000 Muslims came to settle in this continent. This group of Muslims 

played an effective role in establishing Islam in Australia. A very large number of 

these Muslims were not only highly educated but practicing Muslims as well. 

The present Muslim population in Australia is roughly 650,000out of a total 1.9 

Billion. Islam is the second largest religion in Australia. Accordingly Muslims are 

about two point six percent of the population. The bulk of Australian Muslims 

live in Sydney and Melbourne but sizable populations live in Brisbane, Adelaide, 

Perth, Canberra and Darwin. 
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Today Muslims are well organised under the umbrella of Muslims Australia 

A.F.I.C., the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils, which is an organised body 

for Muslims in Australia and represents the six states through state councils. 

These in turn represent a board of societies in cities and towns within each 

state. A.F.I.C. is an incorporated body with headquarters in New South Wales. 

The three tier structure of A.F.I.C. reflects the make-up of the Muslim community 

in Australia with an Islamic only structure. 

There are a number of societies and associations which have both a religious and 

cultural make-up. There are about one hundred societies and associations under 

A.F.I.C. 

Today there are around 288 mosques, musallahs, markaz, prayer rooms and 

centres. There are also 6 A.F.I.C. primary and secondary schools and 32 primary 

and secondary schools represented by the Islamic Schools Association of 

Australia with an ever growing number of students increasing each year. 

The following addresses are Islamic centres in Queensland and main Islamic 

Centres in capital cities of Australian state s and territories 

BRISBANE 

Islamic Council of QLD 

45 Acacia Road 

Karawatha QLD 4117 

Email: secretary@icq.net.au 

TOWNSVILLE 

Townsville Islamic Society 
183 Ross River Road 

Mundingburra QLD 4814 
Email: 

president@townsvilleislamic 
society.com 

SYDNEY 

Islamic Council of NSW 

405Waterloo Road, 

Chullora, NSW 2190 

Tel: 02 9742 5852 

Email: info@icnsw.org.au 

ADELAIDE 

Islamic Society of South 
Australia. 

658 Marion Road 

Parkholme SA 5043 

Tel (08) 8277 8725 
Email: 

infor@islamicsocietysa.org.au 

GOLD COAST 

Islamic Society of 

Gold Coast 

144 Allied Drive 
Arundel QLD 4214 

Tel: 07 5594 9097 
Email: 

admin@goldcoastislam.com.au 

CAIRNS 

Cairns Mosque 

31 Dunn Street 
Cairns north, QLD 4870 

Tel: 07 4041 3572 

MELBOURNE 

Islamic Council of Victoria 

66-68 Jeffcott Street

West Melbourne, VIC 3003
Tel: 03 9328 2067

Email: admin@icv.org.au

DARWIN 

Islamic Society of Darwin 

53 Vanderlin Drive NT 0810 

Tel: 08 8945 0390 

Email: info@isod.org.au 
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BUNDABERG 

Turkish Islamic Association 

76 Hansbury Street 

Bundaberg QLD 4670 

Tel: 07 4151 5735 

MAREEBA 

Islamic Society of Mareeba 
108 Walsh Street 

Mareeba QLD 4880 
Tel: 07 4092 4802 

PERTH 

Islamic Society of Perth 
65 Glasgow Road 
Perth 

Tel: 017 3844 0442 

Email: 

perthislamicsociety@hotmail.com 

CANBERRA 

Islamic Society 

Of A.C.T. 

130 Empire Circuit 

Yarralumla 2600 
Tel: 02 6273 1911 



The Farewell Khutbah 

Khutbah-ul-Wida: or the Farewell Speech of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) at his 

last Hajj has a double importance. It is both a summary of the Prophet's (PBUH) 
teachings and a summarised analysis of the Holy Qur'an. The message of 

'Khutbah-ul-Wida', contains the whole substance of the Qur'an and the exemplary 

conduct of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). This 'Khutbah-ul-Wida', is very famous in 

Islamic history, as it has laid down the foundation of human rights, dignity and 

freedom. It was, in fact, the code of life for all nations of Islam. The nation that 

had arrived at its final stage of development. This nation is to protect the life 

of Muslims and the community of salvation. In this Khutbah-ul-Wida', emphasis 

was on justice within the family and the concept of shura at all levels. Below is 

the translation Khutbah-ul-Wida'. 

On the eight Dhul-Hijjah 10 A.H., the Prophet (PBUH) left Mecca for Mina and 

spent the night there. After morning prayers he rode his she-camel to Arafat 

and about one hundred thousand Muslims followed him. On the ninth of 

Dhul-Hijjah, after midday, the Prophet (PBUH) went to the center of the valley 

and delivered his address to the Muslims. Each sentence of it was repeated by 

Rabia bin Ummayya bin Khalif. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) praised and glorified 

Allah and then said" 

"O people, listen to me because I do not know that after this year I shall ever 

meet you in this place. 0 people, your blood, your property and your honour 

are sacrosanct until you meet your Lord, as sacrosanct as is this day and this 

month. You will meet your Lord and he will ask you of your deeds. I have 

conveyed the message. He who has a trust with another, let him return it to 

the one who has entrusted him. With it, all transactions of usury are 

forbidden. Your capital is yours. Do not do injustice to others not let injustice 

be done to you. It has been ordained by Allah, that usury is haram. To start 

with, I give up the usury that is due to my kith and kin and all interest due by 

my debtors to Abbas my uncle, son of Abdul Muttalib is given up. All 

compensation for bloodshed committed during the days of jahiliya 

(ignorance) is cancelled, and the first blood claim I abolish is that of the son 

of Rabiah ibn Al-harith, where the tribe of Hudhail killed him. This is the first 

of jahililya's blood claims that I begin with. 

People, Satan has despaired of every being worshipped in this land of yours, 

but if he can be obeyed in anything less than worship he will be content, 

matters you may regard with little importance. So beware of him in your 

religion. 
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0 people, Allah has assigned to everyone his due. Bequest to an heir is 

illegal. The child belongs to the bed, and the adulterer is to be stoned. 

Whoever claim to be the son of one who is not his father and whoever 

claims to be the client of one who is not his master, on him rests the curse 

of Allah, the angels and all humanity. Allah will not accept his repentance or 

redemption. 

People, the postponement of the sacred month Dhul Hijjah is an addition of 

the days of disbelief stray to the wrong path, they make it sacred in one year 

and non-sacred in another, to make up the number of sacred months fixed by 

Allah. So that they make non-sacred what Allah has made sacred and time 

revolves as it has been shaped since the day the heavens and the earth were 

created by Him. The number of months with Allah are twelve and four are 

sacred. Three consecutive months, Shawwal, Dhul-Qa'dah and Dhul 

Hijjah, also Rajab between Jumadah and Sha'ban. 

People, you have rights over your wives and they have rights over you. You 

have the right that they do not permit into your homes anyone you dislike 

and they should not commit indecent acts, if they do, Allah permits you to 

punish them without causing injury. But if they repent you may forgive 

them. Then their rights over you are that you should feed them and 

cloth them with fairness. Take good concern of women for they are like a 

trust with you and have no control of themselves, you have only taken them 

as a trust from Allah and you have been permitted by the words of Allah to 

have sexual relations with them. 

People, note well what I have said, I have conveyed my message to you. I 

have left with you a plain indication that if you hold fast to it, you will 

never go astray, the book of Allah and the practice of His Prophet. 

People, listen to what I say and understand it well. There is no superiority 

for Arabs over non-Arabs, for all are Adam's children and Adam was created 

out of clay. You have been taught that each Muslim is a brother for every 

other Muslim and that Muslims are one brotherhood. 

It is not lawful for any man to appropriate for himself anything that belongs 

to his brother, except with the latter's own free will and consent. Therefore do 

not be unjust to one another. 

People, there is no Prophet after me, there is no new community after you. 

You shall have to serve your Lord, perform prayers five times a day, fast 

in the month of Ramadan, pay Zakat, perform Hajj to the Sacred House of 

Allah in Makkah and obey your religious and temporal leaders,  
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even if a black man from amongst the slaves is chosen as your Leader and if he 

governs over you according to the Book of Allah, follow him and obey him, as a 

reward for this from Allah, you will enter the paradise. People, you will be asked 

about me, so what will you say?  They said, "We witness that you have conveyed 

and have performed your duty and that you have meant well with us." 

Pointing his index finger to heaven and then to the people, Muhammad said, "O 

Allah, bear witness, 0 Allah, bear witness, 0 Allah, bear witness. Let the present 

convey the message to the absent, many a listener may comprehend better than those 

who are present. Do not return to disbelief after me, 0 Allah, I have conveyed my 

message." 

All the people said with one voice, "Yes." The Prophet (PBUH) said "O Allah 

you are my witness, I have delivered my message to mankind." And now the 

Prophet (PBUH) had finished his address and he dismounted from his camel and 

performed the noon and the afternoon prayers together and as he did so, Allah 

revealed to him: 

This day I perfected your religion for you and completed my favour unto you and 

have chosen Al Islam as your religion. (Quran 5:3) 
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ASSALUM ALAYKUM 
ALHAMDU LILLAH 
AMIN 
ASTAGFIRULLAH 
A'UDHU BILLAH 
ALLAHU YAHDIKA 
ALLAHU AKBAR 
BISMILLAH 
FATABARAKALLAH 
FI AMANILLAH 
IN SHA ALLAH 
INNA LILLAH 
JAZAKALLAH 
LA ILAHA ILLALLAH 
MA SHA ALLAH 
SUB HAN ALLAH 
TAWAKKAL TU 'ALLALLAH 
WALLAH! 

Islamic Expressions 

Peace be upon you 
Praise be to Allah 
Allah accept our prayer 
I seek the Forgiveness of Allah 
I seek refuge in Allah 
May Allah guide you 
Allah is Great 
In the name of Allah 
Blessed be Allah 
In the Protection of Allah 
If Allah wills 
To Allah we belong 
May Allah reward you 
There is no object of worship but ALLAH 
Whatever Allah likes 
Allah be Praised 
I rely upon Allah 
By Allah 

Select Glossary of Islamic Terms 

Key to pronunciation. The following symbols represent the equivalent Arabic 
letters. 

A.a.l.i.U.ii. All represent a long vowels. 3- - -s -

ADHAN 

D. d'. .,L) 

G.G

l=l.h C 

s � (JD 

T, t .b 

z,z j 

Islamic call to prayer usually issued from the minaret of a 
mosque. 

AKHIRAH Life after death and the Day of Judgement 

ALLAH Proper name of the Creator and Lord of the Universe 

ASMA'-UL-HUSNA Beautiful attributes of Allah. 

AYAH Sign from Allah in His creation. A verse of the Quran 
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'AQIQAH 

BAIT-UL-MAL 

BARAKAH 

DIN DA'WAH 

DU'A 

FARD 

FIQH 

GAYB 

HADITH 

HAFIZ 

HAJJ 

HALAL 

HARAM 

HIJAB 

HIJRAH 

'ID 

IFTAR 

Thanksgiving ceremony to Allah at the birth of a new 

child 

Islamic "Social Security Fund" 

Blessings of Allah 

Way of life. Religion 

Invitation to Allah. Preaching 

Literally "calling'. Supplication. Calling upon Allah in 
personal prayer 

Compulsory. Obligatory 

Islamic jurisprudence. Science of interpretation of 

Islamic Law. 

Unseen 

The Prophet's (PBUH) quotations and sayings 

One who has memorised the entire Qur'an 

Major Annual pilgrimage to Makkah in the month of Dhil

Hijjah. To be performed once in a lifetime if possible and 

affordable. 

Permissible. Lawful. Also refers to allowed ritually 
slaughtered meat. Similar to kosher. 

Prohibited. Unlawful. Forbidden. 

Ladies' dress covering. Veil 

Migration of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) from 

Makkah to Medina upon which the Islamic lunar 

calendar is based. 

Festival. There are two festivals in Islam. 'Id-ul-Fitr' at 

the close of Ramadan and 'Id-ul-Adha' during Hajj time. 

Breaking of fast 
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IMAM 

INJIL 

ISLAM 

JANAZAH 

JAHANNAM 

JANNAH 

JIHAD 

JINN 

JUMU'AH 

KA'BAH 

KAFIR 

KALIMAH 

KHALIFAH 

KHITAN 

MADH_HAB 

MAKKAH 

MEDINA 

MASJID 

Leader 

Gospel. The revelation given to Jesus (Eesa) 

Derived from "salam". Submission or surrender to Allah. 

To make and be at peace. 

Funeral. Burial rites 

Hell 

Paradise. Garden 

Striving in society or in the world at large against evil and 

oppression. 

Spiritual beings. Genii. Demons 

Congregation. Day of gathering. Friday. The day all 

Muslims assemble for collective devotion and worship 

A simple cubic structure of stone covered by a decorated 

black cloth covering. The most ancient House of Allah 

built by Prophet Ibrahim  (Abraham). 

One who denies and rejects Allah 

Word or decree. The Islamic creed or declaration of faith 

Caliph. The head of the Islamic state after the Prophet 

Circumcision 

School of Islamic jurisprudence 

Sacred city and spiritual centre of Muslims situated in 

Arabia 

The city where the Prophet (PBUH) is buried. Formerly 
known as Yathrib, lying 450 kms north of Makkah 

Place of prostration and prayer. Mosque 
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MALA'IKAH 

MI'RAJ 

MUHAMMAD 

MUSLIM 

NABI 

NIKAH 

QADA' &QADR 

QIBLAH 

QUDS 

QUR'AN 

RAMADAN 

RISALAH 

RASUL 

SALAH 

SHAHADAH 

SALAM 

SHARI'AH 

Angels. Singular - MALAK, angel Heavenly 

journey of the Prophet (PBUH)

Literally "Highly Praised". The proper name of the 

Prophet of Islam. Final Messenger and Prophet of Allah 

born in 571AD at Makkah to Abdullah and Aminah. 

One who submits to Allah and practices Islam 

Prophet 

Marriage. A Solemn contract between bride and groom in 
a simple but meaningful ceremony. 

The Divine decree. The measure of what has been 

ordained by Allah and His plan 

The direction of Ka'abah in which Muslims turn in prayer 

Sacred mosque in Jerusalem 

The revelation given to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). 

The Final Testament of Allah revealed by Allah to 

Muhammad through angel Jibrail. 

Ninth month of Islamic calendar in which Muslims fast 

from dawn to sunset. 

Messenger ship. Prophethood 

Messenger. A Prophet of Allah entrusted with a revealed 
shari'ah or law. 

Literally "connection", "link". Prescribed daily prayers 

which link one with one's Creator. 

Testimony. Declaration of Faith. Islamic creed. 

Peace. "Islam" and Muslims" are derived from this word. 

Islamic Code of life based on the Qur'an and the teachings 

of the Prophet 
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SHIRK 

SHURA 

SAWM 

SUNNAH 

SURAH 

TALAQ 

TAQWA 

TAWRAT 

TAWHID 

UMMAH 

'UMRAH 

WAJIB 

WUDU 

ZABUR 

ZAKAT 

ZAMZAM 

Association of partners with Allah's divinity. Polytheism 

Mutual consultation. 

Fasting from dawn until sunset 

The practice of the Prophet. That which he 
recommended or that which he approved of 

Chapter of the Qur'an 

Divorce. Regarded as the most abominable permissible 
act in Islam 

Fear of Allah and consciousness of Him. 

Torah. The revelation given to Prophet Moses. 

Unity. Unity and Uniqueness of Allah. Unitarianism 

Community of Muslims 

Minor pilgrimage to Makkah for which there is no set 
time. 

Essential but not compulsory 

Ablution. Washing before salaah those parts of the body 
generally exposed to dirt. 

The revelation given to Prophet David 

Obligatory charity of two and a half percent of annual 

savings. Considered as an act of worship 

A well near the Ka'bah found by Prophet Ismail when his 
mother Hajrah was looking for water. 
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0 mankind! We created 

You from a single (pair) 

Of a male and a female, 

And made you into 

Nations and tribes, that 
Ye may know each other 

(Not that ye may despise 

Each other). Verily 

The most honoured of you 

In the sight of Allah 

Is (he who is) the most 

Righteous of you. 

And Allah has full knowledge 

And is well acquainted 
(With all things) 

Translation of Al Quran 

Surah Al Hujurat, verse 13 
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